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Suffix ‘ant’, ‘ance’, ‘ancy’ – 
adjective into noun 

hesitant 
hesitance 
hesitancy 
reluctant 
reluctance 
reluctancy 
relevant 
relevance 
relevancy 

Suffix ‘ent’, ‘ence’, ‘ency’ – 
adjective into noun 

excellent 
excellence 
excellency 
dependent 
dependence 
dependency 

obedient 
obedience 
obediency 

Suffix /shul/<tial> 
 After the ‘ce’ ending 

palace – palatial 
residence – residential 

space – spatial 
office – official 

sequence – sequential 
influence - influential  
evidence-evidential 

substance – substantial 
essence – essential 

preference – preferential 

Hyphens used to join a prefix to a 
root word where the prefix and 
root word end and begin with a 

vowel. 
co-own 

co-operate 
co-ordinate 

co-exist 
co-operation 

re-enter 
re-educate 
re-examine 

re-elect 
re-energise 

Hyphens used to join compound 
adjectives to avoid ambiguity 

wide-eyed 
man-eating 
green-eyed 
tight-fitting 
cold-hearted 
stone-faced 

short-tempered 
big-headed 
tight-lipped 
razor-sharp 

Y5/6 Common Exception Words 
available 
average 

awkward 
bargain 
bruise 

 category 
cemetery 
committee 

communicate 
community 

 


